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Report No: NEIC-778
Ex-Grand Mufti to
Wove His Office to
	

Date of Info: 13 December 1.954
Damascus

Place Acquired: Egypt, Cairo Date Acquired: 16 December 1954

Evaluation of Content: 3	 Date of Report: 18 December 1954

Source: A rcgular souroe (C) from an informant with good oontacts
in the entourage of the ex-Grand Mufti (F.)

i i.L4At a reception at the Iraqi Embsesyrbairo.for Iraqi

Foreign Minister Musa al-SWANDARgn 13 Deoecal;:-i9-5 the

former Grand Mufti at....latuasasua,--iiii.j-j-Amin-s1P-HVGAINCL, complained
mw

bitterlytto a non-Egyptian Arabfibout his prosentlioirtion in 4yolel

iicsept. The Mufti, who appeared to be very tired and in a testy

humor said that he was surrounded by Egyptian uovernmeht spies

Wherever he went. He stated that even at the reception he felt

that he was being observed by agents who would report "to the

officers." •

O. The Mufti claimed to haVe received,throuth a recently'

arrived visitor,a letter from his daughter and son-in-law who
!AI	 e. •

are now in Damascus.'.ii particular son- -law, an Eptian,

d been an office

fol wing the
Li III:.	 • I. j;ik
otitHAJ	 Sometime

tip-orf t t he

daughter,

is dismi 1 and upon mos ing a

uld be arr ted, he an his wife, the Mos

Egypt for Damaeou )

In the letter, the *hafellis soh-in-law wrote that he was

joining the efforts of exiled ELyptian Ikhwan-al-Muslimin leader
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• $ECIET	 : -rFICMLS

Said hAWADAN to orLanize a successful World Islamic Congress at

Jerusalem. They would bring toLether all Muslim political and

religious leaders to stand together against western attempts to

bring the Islamic world into western alliance! until the Palestine

question had been solved ) in accordance with the demands of the

Arab world.

The letter 44e40.40 assured the Mufti that he would

find a friendly reception in Damascus when he came to visit

his daualter and son-in-law and that there would be much for

him to do after discussions with RAMADAN and his friends.

The Mufti expressed thor=nlon4: 1 Damascus will

once again become a real Islamic center as it was under the

%	 IQ -6)mayyida. Should he decide t9 move to Damascus, his role there

would be an important one.64he present Egyptian Government

lost its chance of becoming a leader in pan-Arab affairs.

The ikhvan trials have finally op n d the ey s of all Musl ms

and proved that th°ROCofficers can no long r be regarded as
representative of the Muslim world.' The Syrian Ikhwan will

become more influential in Syrian internal affairs now that

SA AMADAN has activated them by giving ',heir leaders a 'hand
participatiqt in the ftlestins struiLliV Syrian Ikhwan,

under hAild.AN's leadership, will also fight against "infected'
0AI

Iqaq Where the West has deprived the dynasty and the 6overno.ent

of all initiative.
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. The ex-Mufti' Cairo office hsa elree.dy ap?roachod	 .
R

	the Syrian Government in order to learn whother -ther-Maft+Le.	 1

move to Damascus would be welcome to the Syrian Government.
t • „	 r 6 4 Ab: "

Omolkthe Uutti is-m414-mememmmirel the stability of the prcsont
• . 4 6,... 4 41 	 e 4"-

Syrian Government and 141-melt-eure-vtwattrer he would belbatter off

in Damascus than he is in Cairo.
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